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heathen element among the nobles was exterminated
with ferocious cruelty, and Bulgaria received from her
prince a baptism of blood.

Boris hesitated long between the Greek and the
Roman Church. Even before his acceptance of
Christianity from Byzantium, he had dallied with
Rome. Here again the political character of his
theology is apparent. Anxious for the ecclesiastical
independence of his country, and unable to obtain a
Bulgarian Patriarch from the Greek Church, he sent
an embassy to Pope Nicholas I. in 866 with a most
remarkable document. The Pope was expected to
answer no fewer than one hundred and six questions
upon the Christian life, some of which must have
caused him to smile, while others touched upon the
gravest themes. Thus, we find one question asking
what punishment is to be meted out to idolaters,
while another requests the Pope to decide whether
the Bulgarians may continue to wear trousers. The
morality of dowries, and minute points of Court
etiquette were submitted in the same breath as the
treatment of fugitives and the desirability of sorcery.
The countrymen of the late M. StambulofT might
with advantage have remembered the old Papal
warning that " a man, who cannot be allowed to leave
his country, is not a free man." But to the most
important question of all, the right of Bulgaria to an
archbishop of her own, no definite answer was given.
The Pope avoided the question, but promised to send
two bishops to study the state of the country. The
bishops came and brought Bibles with them, but it
was not till the time of the next Pope that an arch-